E-sen : 2985582

MAQOLAT: Journal of Islamic Studies

Journal website: https://maqgolat.com/

idllés

MAQOLAT

Journal of Islamic Studies

ol 2 Na. 2 {2024

ISSN : 2985-5829 (Online) Vol. 4, No. 4 (2026)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.58355/maqolat.v4i4.275 pp. 667-675

| i

Research Article

Usul Figh And Pesantren: Position, Epistemology, And
Role In The Development Of Contemporary Figh In
Indonesia

Farah Sajidatul Fathinah, Ach. Maimun

Universitas Annuqayah Guluk-Guluk Sumenep, Indonesia
Corrersponding Author: E-mail: farahfathinahgi2@gmail.com (Farah Sajidatul

Fathinah)

@ Copyright © 2026 by Authors, Published by MAQOLAT: Journal of Islamic Studies.
This is an open access article wunder the CC BY License
= https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Received : July 06, 2026 Revised : August 24, 2026
Accepted : September 11, 2026 Available online : October 29, 2026

How to Cite: Farah Sajidatul Fathinah, & Ach. Maimun. (2026). Usul Figh And Pesantren: Position,
Epistemology, And Role In The Development Of Contemporary Figh In Indonesia. MAQOLAT: Journal of
Islamic Studies, 4(4), 667-675. https://doi.org/10.58355/maqolat.v4i4.275

Abstract. This article examines the position, epistemology, and role of usul al-figh (Islamic
jurisprudential methodology) within the pesantren (Islamic boarding school) tradition in Indonesia,
as well as its contribution to the development of contemporary figh. Usinga qualitative library research
method with a descriptive-analytical approach, this study explores the centrality of usul al-figh in
pesantren education, the epistemological framework built through classical text study, and the
application of Islamic legal methodology in addressing contemporary social issues. The findings reveal
that usul al-figh occupies a fundamental position in the pesantren intellectual tradition, serving as the
methodological foundation for deriving Islamic legal rulings. The epistemology of usul al-figh in
pesantren integrates classical Islamic scholarship, the authority of the kiai, kitab kuning study, and the
practice of musyawarah and bahtsul masa'il. Furthermore, usul al-figh plays a significant role in
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enabling pesantren to respond to modern challenges through approaches such as maqasid al-shari'ah
and multidisciplinary frameworks. This research concludes that pesantren remains a central
institution in preserving and developing Islamic legal thought in Indonesia.

Keywords: Usul Al-Figh, Pesantren, Epistemology, Contemporary Figh Maqasid Al-Shari'ah.

INTRODUCTION

Ushul Figh the principles of Islamic jurisprudence is a discipline that examines
the rules and methods for understanding and deriving Islamic law from Sharia
sources. This field holds a significant position as it serves as the foundation for the
process of legal derivation istinbat undertaken by Islamic scholars. Through ushul
figh, Islamic law can be understood in a systematic, rational, and methodical manner,
in accordance with principles formulated within the Islamic scholarly tradition. Al-
Ghazali explains that ushul figh functions as the basis for understanding Sharia
evidences and the procedures for their application in legal rulings.

Pesantren (Islamic boarding schools) serve as educational institutions that play
a major role in preserving and developing the scholarly tradition of ushul figh in
Indonesia. The pesantren educational system prioritizes the study of kitab kuning
(traditional Islamic texts) within the learning process, including the ushul figh texts
that serve as primary references for students santri. The transmission of knowledge
through methods such as sorogan, bandongan, and musyawarah demonstrates the
continuity of an Islamic intellectual tradition that has endured for centuries. The
existence of pesantren as centers for the development of Islamic studies highlights
their vital contribution to preserving the intellectual legacy of classical scholars
(Bruinessen, 2006).

The study of usal al-figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence) in pesantren
(Islamic boarding schools) is oriented not only toward mastering Islamic legal theory
but also toward cultivating critical and analytical thinking skills. Students examine
the various principles employed by scholars to comprehend the relationship between
religious texts and the realities of life. Understanding concepts such as qiyas
(analogical reasoning), ijma‘ (consensus), istihsan (juristic preference), and maslahah
(public interest) equips them with the methodological tools needed to address
complex legal issues. The study of usul al-figh plays a pivotal role in shaping Islamic
reasoning and strengthening the epistemological framework of pesantren scholarship
(Humaidi, 2023).

Advancements in information technology, globalization, and social change have
given rise to new issues requiring appropriate responses from Islamic law.
Phenomena such as digital transactions, the sharia economy, artificial intelligence,
social media, as well as health and environmental concerns, demand a legal approach
that goes beyond mere textual reliance to consider the objectives and public interests
maslahah of Sharia. The maqasid al-shari‘ah (objectives of Sharia) approach offers a
broader scope for understanding the purposes of Islamic law, thereby enabling it to
address the needs of modern society in a contextual manner (Auda, 2008).

The bahtsul masa’il tradition within pesantren (Islamic boarding schools)
demonstrates the application of usal al-figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence) in
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addressing various social and religious issues. These forums serve as platforms for
scholarly discussion, engaging kiai (religious scholars) and santri (students) in
analyzing contemporary issues based on Sharia evidence, usil al-figh principles, and
classical texts. The outcomes of bahtsul masa’il highlight the pesantren’s capacity to
respond to societal dynamics without abandoning the fundamental principles of
Islamic law. Such studies illustrate the practical function of usal al-figh in
maintaining the relevance of Islamic law amidst the changing times (Ismail, 2019).
Examining usul al-figh and pesantren is crucial for understanding the evolution
of Islamic legal thought in Indonesia. The role of usil al-figh as a methodological
foundation contributes significantly to shaping the intellectual tradition of pesantren
and advancing contemporary figh (Islamic jurisprudence). Pesantren continue to
uphold classical scholarly traditions while fostering dialogue with scientific
advancements and the needs of modern society. This character establishes pesantren
as a vital pillar in the development of an Islamic legal approach that is moderate,
adaptive, and oriented toward the public good. Against this backdrop, this article
aims to examine: (1) the position of ustl al-figh within pesantren; (2) the epistemology
of ustl al-figh in pesantren; (3) the rationale for teaching usul al-figh in pesantren;
and (4) the role of ustl al-figh in the development of contemporary figh in Indonesia.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a library research method with a descriptive-analytical
qualitative approach. Primary data sources include the works of classical usil al-figh
(principles of Islamic jurisprudence) scholars such as al-Ghazali and Wahbah al-
Zuhayli, as well as contemporary sources from Jasser Auda and various studies
regarding pesantren (Islamic boarding schools) in Indonesia. Secondary data sources
consist of journal articles, academic books, and relevant findings from the Nahdlatul
Ulama (NU) Bahtsul Masail (religious legal deliberation) forums. Data collection was
conducted through document study and textual analysis. The data were analyzed
using a descriptive-analytical method by identifying, classifying, and synthesizing
information regarding the position, epistemology, and role of usil al-figh within the
pesantren context. A multidisciplinary approach was applied to understand the
relationship between usil al-figh, the scholarly traditions of pesantren, and the
development of contemporary figh (Islamic jurisprudence) in Indonesia.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Position of Ushul Figh (Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence) within
Pesantren

The discipline of ustl al-figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence) holds a
significant position in the scholarly tradition of pesantren (Islamic boarding schools).
Kiai (religious scholars) utilize usul al-figh as a foundation for systematically
understanding Islamic law. Santri (students) study usul al-figh to learn the methods
of deriving legal rulings from the Qur'an and Hadith. It serves as a tool for correctly
interpreting shari‘ah evidences (Al-Ghazali, n.d.). Traditional (salaf) pesantren teach
usul al-figh after students have mastered foundational subjects such as nahw (Arabic
syntax) and sarf (Arabic morphology), employing classical texts to introduce the
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methodology of istinbat (legal deduction). This learning process gradually cultivates
legal analytical skills, and the pesantren epistemology is constructed through a
multidisciplinary approach (Kuswandi & Asmoni, 2023).

The tradition of bahthul masa’il (collective legal deliberation) underscores the
importance of usul al-figh within pesantren life. Kiai apply the principles of usil al-
figh to address social and religious issues. Bahthul masa’il forums serve as spaces for
collective discussion on Islamic law, where students learn methods such as giyas
(analogy), ijma‘ (consensus), and maslahah (public interest) within the legal decision-
making process. Compilations of bahthul masa’il outcomes by the NU (Nahdlatul
Ulama) demonstrate the application of ustal al-figh in establishing rulings on socio-
religious matters. This tradition reflects the pesantren’s openness to social change,
with usul al-figh helping to maintain a balance between tradition and the needs of
the community.

Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) play a significant role in preserving the
intellectual tradition of Islam in Indonesia through the study of kitab kuning
(classical Islamic texts), a hallmark of pesantren education. These institutions
maintain the continuity of Islamic scholarly traditions through a classical educational
system (Bruinessen, 2006). Kiai (religious scholars/teachers) uphold scholarly
authority by teaching texts on usul al-figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence), while
santri (students) grasp the relationship between religious texts and social life through
a methodological approach. Usil al-figh also serves to shape the students'intellectual
character by instilling a cautious attitude when deriving Islamic rulings. Students
study the concept of ikhtilaf to understand differences of opinion among scholars,
and the study of usil al-figh teaches the importance of tolerance in religious life. The
pesantren tradition of jurisprudence holds great potential for fostering a moderate
mindset (Bahwi, 2011).

Modern pesantren adapt the study of usul al-figh to keep pace with the times.
Jasser Auda introduced the maqasid al-shari‘ah (objectives of Sharia) approach to the
development of contemporary Islamic law (Auda, 2008), helping pesantren
understand the broader purposes of Islamic law. Students examine the relationship
between Islamic law and the needs of modern society. Wahbah al-Zuhayli explains
that usul al-figh serves to bridge Sharia texts with the realities of human life (Al-
Zuhayli, 1986), aligning with the pesantren educational tradition in Indonesia.
Developments in contemporary thought have also spurred an expansion of usil al-
figh studies into the philosophy of jurisprudence (Dimyati, 2024), with pesantren
opening avenues for dialogue regarding contemporary Islamic thought without
abandoning classical traditions.

The Epistemology of Ushil al-Figh in Pesantren

The epistemology of ushal al-figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence) in
pesantren (Islamic boarding schools) is rooted in the classical Islamic scholarly
tradition, which positions the Qur’an, Hadith, ijma‘ (consensus), and qiyas
(analogical reasoning) as the primary sources of Islamic law. Kiai (Islamic
scholars/teachers) teach ushal al-figh as a method of reasoning for systematically
understanding shariah evidences. Ushal al-figh serves as the epistemological
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framework for Islamic law within the process of istinbat the derivation of legal rulings
(Rohayana & Rohman, 2025). The pesantren tradition sustains the study of ushal al-
figh through the tiered study of kitab kuning (classical Islamic texts), allowing santri
(students) to grasp the scholars' reasoning structures by examining the principles of
ushil al-figh. This pedagogical system fosters an analytical mindset for understanding
Islamic law.

The epistemology of ushil al-figh in pesantren is constructed through the
tradition of knowledge transmission from kiai to santri. Kiai impart knowledge using
methods such as sorogan (individualized instruction), bandongan (collective lecture),
and musyawarah ilmiah (scholarly deliberation). Santri study ushal al-figh texts
under the direct guidance of teachers who possess a clear sanad (chain of scholarly
transmission). Pesantren maintain the continuity of the Islamic intellectual tradition
through a classical educational system grounded in the scholarly authority of the
ulama (Bruinessen, 2006). Scholarly authority within the pesantren is established
through the interplay of the chain of transmission (sanad), Islamic reasoning, and the
pesantren’s social structure (Humaidi, 2023). This tradition cultivates an intellectual
and spiritual bond between teacher and student, with ushil al-figh serving as a
primary vehicle for honing the students' methodological reasoning skills.

Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) utilize classical texts as primary sources
for the study of usal al-figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence). Instructors explain
the principles of usil al-figh through in-depth readings of Arabic texts. Students
(santri) study concepts such as amr (command), nahy (prohibition), ‘amm (general),
khas (specific), mujmal (ambiguous/unspecified), and mubayyan (clarified) as part of
the process of understanding Islamic law. Wahbah al-Zuhayli explains that usal al-
figh assists individuals in understanding the relationship between Sharia evidence
and the realities of life (Al-Zuhayli, 1986). The scholarly epistemology of pesantren is
built upon a multidisciplinary approach that integrates religious sciences with social
sciences (Kuswandi & Asmoni, 2023). The epistemology of usal al-figh within
pesantren also demonstrates a close relationship between rationality and spirituality;
these institutions evolve through a synthesis of bayani (linguistic/textual), burhani
(demonstrative/rational), and ‘irfani (intuitive/spiritual) modes of reasoning found
in the Islamic scholarly tradition (Fahrurrosi & Husni, 2024).

The tradition of bahth al-masa’il (collaborative deliberation on issues) serves as
a practical application of usal al-figh epistemology in pesantren. Kiai (religious
scholars/leaders) employ the principles of usal al-figh when addressing
contemporary social and religious issues. Humaidi explains that bahth al-masa’il
reflects the relationship between scholarly authority and the social practices of the
pesantren (Humaidi, 2023). Jasser Auda notes that the maqgasid al-shari‘ah (objectives
of Sharia) approach offers a fresh perspective on understanding the purposes of
Islamic law (Auda, 2008), and pesantren have begun introducing this approach into
contemporary studies of ustl al-figh. This approach broadens the students' horizons,
enabling a flexible understanding of Islamic law. Pesantren maintain the method of
musyawarah (deliberation) as a vital component of usal al-figh epistemology, and this
tradition highlights the importance of intellectual collaboration within pesantren
education.
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Why Is the Science of Ushul Figh Taught in Pesantren?

The discipline of usal al-figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence) is taught in
pesantren (Islamic boarding schools) because it serves as the foundation for
understanding Islamic law methodologically. Kiai (Islamic scholars/teachers) view
usul al-figh as a primary tool for gaining a profound understanding of the Qur’an and
Hadith. Al-Ghazali explains that usil al-figh functions as a guide for comprehending
Sharia evidence and the methods of its application (Al-Ghazali, n.d.). Instructors
utilize usul al-figh texts to cultivate an analytical mindset among santri (students),
and this instruction helps them grasp the rationale behind specific Islamic laws. Usal
al-figh provides a structured framework for the process of legal derivation, and
pesantren teach it to preserve the continuity of the Islamic intellectual tradition.

Pesantren teach ustl al-figh to foster critical thinking skills among students.
Kiai guide students to avoid interpreting Islamic law solely in a literal or textual
manner. Wahbah al-Zuhayli explains that usil al-figh assists in understanding the
relationship between Sharia texts and social reality (Al-Zuhayli, 1986). This discipline
is also taught because it forms the basis for the process of istinbat (legal derivation)
in Islamic law; students study methods such as qiyas (analogy), ijma‘ (consensus),
istihsan (juristic preference), and maslahah (public interest) within the study of usul
al-figh. Together, usal al-figh and qawa‘id fighiyyah (legal maxims) constitute the
epistemological framework of Islamic law (Rohayana & Rohman, 2025)..

Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) teach usal al-figh (principles of Islamic
jurisprudence) to preserve the scholarly tradition of Islam that has evolved since the
era of classical scholars. These institutions play a significant role in maintaining the
continuity of the Islamic intellectual tradition in Indonesia (Bruinessen, 2006). Usul
al-figh is taught because it enables students (santri) to understand scholarly
differences of opinion with wisdom. Kiai (religious teachers) explain the concept of
ikhtilaf (disagreement) within usal al-figh studies to foster an appreciation for diverse
legal perspectives among students. The pesantren jurisprudence tradition holds great
potential for cultivating a moderate and critical mindset (Bahwi, 2011). Furthermore,
usul al-figh equips students to address contemporary social issues, with Jasser Auda
noting that the maqasid al-shari‘ah (objectives of Islamic law) approach facilitates a
broader understanding of the purposes of Islamic law (Auda, 2008).

Usal al-figh is taught because it serves as the foundation for bahthul masa'il
forums—deliberative sessions where religious scholars discuss issues. Kiai utilize the
principles of usul al-figh to deliberate on religious and social matters affecting the
community. These forums serve as an intellectual training ground for students to
comprehend Islamic law. Compilations of Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) bahthul masa’il
outcomes demonstrate the application of usiil al-figh methods in establishing rulings
on contemporary issues. Pesantren teach usul al-figh to build a robust Islamic
scholarly epistemology and develop multidisciplinary approaches within the Islamic
intellectual tradition (Kuswandi & Asmoni, 2023). Additionally, the subject is taught
because it shapes the intellectual and spiritual character of the students. Kiai instill
values of sincerity and moral responsibility during the learning process, and the

MAQOLAT: Journal of Islamic Studies 672 Vol. 4 No. 4 (2026)
https://magqolat.com/ ISSN : 2985-5829



Farah Sajidatul Fathinah, Ach. Maimun
Usul Figh And Pesantren: Position, Epistemology, And Role In The Development Of Contemporary Figh In Indonesia

pesantren epistemology evolves through the integration of rational and spiritual
reasoning within the Islamic scholarly tradition (Fahrurrosi & Husni, 2024).

Usul al-Figh and the Development of Contemporary Figh in Indonesia

Ushul figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence) plays a vital role in the
development of contemporary figh (Islamic law) in Indonesia. Scholars employ ushul
figh as a methodology for understanding ever-evolving social issues. Al-Ghazali
explains that ushul figh serves as the foundation for comprehending Sharia evidence
and the process of legal derivation (istinbat) (Al-Ghazali, n.d.). The evolution of
modern society has prompted Indonesian scholars to develop a more contextual
approach to ushul figh. Ushul figh is of great importance in resolving contemporary
issues facing the Muslim community (Sariyekti, 2022). It facilitates the development
of figh that is responsive to the social needs of Indonesian society.

Jasser Auda explains that the magasid al-syari‘ah (objectives of Sharia) approach
offers a fresh perspective on understanding the purposes of Islamic law (Auda, 2008),
and this approach has gained traction within contemporary figh studies in Indonesia.
Scholars utilize the concept of magasid to understand the broader public interest
(maslahah). The evolution of contemporary ushul figh in Indonesia is also influenced
by global developments in Islamic thought. Trends in ushul figh within the
contemporary world demonstrate a renewal of methodologies regarding Islamic legal
reasoning (Pakarti et al., 2023). Indonesian scholars are adopting new approaches to
understand modern social issues, and the study of ushul figh is no longer confined
solely to matters of ritual worship (ibadah).

The epistemology of contemporary usal al-figh (principles of Islamic
jurisprudence) has evolved through rational and contextual approaches to
understanding Islamic law (Nasuha, 2014). Indonesian Islamic scholars have begun to
develop methods of legal interpretation that are more open to social realities.
Contemporary usil al-figh serves as a means to address modern legal issues
systematically (Rohimat, 2021). Indonesian scholars employ usal al-figh to discuss
matters such as fintech, digital transactions, and modern technological
advancements. KH. Sahal Mahfudh stands as a pivotal figure in the development of
"social figh" in Indonesia. His reasoning regarding usul al-figh is oriented toward the
public interest and the social needs of the Indonesian Muslim community (Rusli,
2018). The social figh approach reinforces the contribution of pesantren (Islamic
boarding schools) to social development in Indonesia.

Pesantren play a significant role in preserving the intellectual tradition of Islam
in Indonesia (Bruinessen, 2006). Kiai (Islamic scholars/teachers) bridge classical
traditions with modern societal issues, utilizing bahthul masa’il forums as a vehicle
for developing contemporary figh. Compilations of bahthul masd’il outcomes from
Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) demonstrate the application of usal al-figh in addressing the
socio-religious issues faced by Indonesian society. Wahbah al-Zuhayli explains that
usul al-figh aids in understanding the relationship between Sharia texts and the
realities of human life (Al-Zuhayli, 1986). The development of contemporary figh in
Indonesia highlights the importance of usil al-figh in maintaining the relevance of

MAQOLAT: Journal of Islamic Studies 673 Vol. 4 No. 4 (2026)
https://magqolat.com/ ISSN : 2985-5829



Farah Sajidatul Fathinah, Ach. Maimun
Usul Figh And Pesantren: Position, Epistemology, And Role In The Development Of Contemporary Figh In Indonesia

Islamic law across eras. Scholars uphold Sharia principles while simultaneously
developing legal approaches that are more responsive to the needs of society.

CONCLUSION

Based on the study conducted, several key conclusions can be drawn. First, the
science of usul al-figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence) holds a pivotal position in
the pesantren scholarly tradition, serving as the methodological foundation for
understanding and developing Islamic law. This status establishes usil al-figh as a
primary discipline that shapes the intellectual character of santri (students) and
reinforces the pesantren's academic tradition. Second, the epistemology of usul al-
figh within pesantren is constructed through a synthesis of classical Islamic
scholarship, the scholarly authority of the kiai (religious teachers), the study of kitab
kuning (traditional Islamic texts), and the practices of musyawarah (deliberation) and
bahthul masd’il (forum for discussing religious issues). This synthesis fosters a
mindset that is not only rational and methodological but also grounded in spiritual
values and Islamic ethics. Third, the teaching of usal al-figh in pesantren aims to
cultivate legal analytical skills, foster a moderate attitude toward differing opinions,
and equip santri with the necessary reasoning methods to address various religious
issues. Fourth, the role of usul al-figh in the development of contemporary figh
(Islamic jurisprudence) in Indonesia is highly significant; its principles serve as the
basis for scholars to formulate legal rulings on modern issues. The pesantren's
contribution through the study of usal al-figh and bahthul masd’il forums
demonstrates that Islamic law possesses the capacity to adapt to changing times
without abandoning fundamental Sharia principles. It also highlights the pesantren's
enduring role as a center for developing Islamic legal thought that is moderate,
contextual, and oriented toward the public good.
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