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Abstract.  The explores the development and evolution of Islamic politics, tracing its historical 
trajectory from the early stages of Islam to its contemporary manifestations. By analyzing key political 
events, influential thinkers, and ideological movements, this study sheds light on the multifaceted 
nature of Islamic politics and its transformations over time. Through a comprehensive examination of 
primary and secondary sources, the research highlights the diverse political ideologies, organisations, 
and discourses within the Islamic tradition. Furthermore, it investigates the early Islamic period, the 
caliphate era, the influence of classical Islamic scholars, and contemporary debates on political 
philosophy in Islam. By examining various perspectives, this research aims to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the rich and diverse political thought within the Islamic tradition. 
 
Keywords: Islamic politics, Islamic thought, political development, religious factors,  Islamic Political 
Philosophy 
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INTRODUCTION 
Islamic political thought encompasses a rich and diverse tradition of 

philosophical ideas, theories, and concepts that have evolved over centuries. It offers 
profound insights into the relationship between religion and politics, the nature of 
governance, the role of the state, and the rights and responsibilities of individuals 
within a political framework. The development and evolution of Islamic political 
philosophy have been influenced by a variety of factors, including the historical 
context, theological interpretations, intellectual debates, and encounters with other 
civilizations. 

This research paper aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
development and evolution of Islamic political thought. By examining key thinkers, 
concepts, and historical contexts, we seek to shed light on the intellectual journey of 
Islamic political philosophy from its early beginnings to the present day. 
Furthermore, this exploration will enable us to understand the diverse perspectives 
within the Islamic tradition and their relevance to contemporary political discourse. 
The study of Islamic political thought requires a multidisciplinary approach, 
incorporating elements of history, theology, philosophy, and political science. The 
methodology employed for this research paper involves an extensive analysis of 
primary and secondary sources, including seminal texts, scholarly works, and critical 
analyses. By drawing from a wide range of perspectives and interpretations, we aim 
to provide a comprehensive overview of the subject matter. 

The research paper is divided into several sections to facilitate a systematic 
exploration of the topic. The first section examines the early Islamic period, focusing 
on the concept of the caliphate, succession, and the role of early thinkers such as Al-
Farabi and Ibn Rushd. We will explore their contributions to Islamic political thought 
and their ideas on governance and political legitimacy. Additionally, we will explore 
the concepts of Shura (consultation) and Ijma (consensus), which played significant 
roles in shaping political institutions and decision-making processes. 

The subsequent section delves into the Golden Age of Islamic Civilization, 
particularly the Abbasid Caliphate, where Islamic sciences flourished. We will 
examine the works of Al-Mawardi and Ibn Taymiyyah, who offered distinct 
perspectives on the relationship between political authority and the implementation 
of Shari'a (Islamic law). Their ideas provide valuable insights into the complexities of 
Islamic governance during this period. Moving forward in history, we will explore the 
Mughal era and the synthesis of Islamic and Indic political thought. The reign of 
Akbar the Great witnessed the formulation of the concept of Sulh-i kul (peace with 
all), which aimed to foster religious harmony and tolerance. We will analyze the 
contributions of Akbar and his court intellectuals, as well as the subsequent reformist 
thought of Shah Waliullah, in shaping Islamic political discourse in the Indian 
subcontinent. 

This research paper aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
development and evolution of Islamic political thought. By tracing its historical 
trajectory, exploring key thinkers and concepts, and examining its contemporary 
relevance, we can gain a deeper understanding of the complex and multifaceted 
nature of Islamic political philosophy. This research will contribute to the existing 
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scholarship on Islamic political thought and shed light on its potential contributions 
to global political theory and practice. 

 
RESEARCH METHODS 

The study of political thought in Islam is a complex and multifaceted endeavor 
that requires a comprehensive and multidisciplinary research approach. This research 
aims to analyze the development and evolution of Islamic political philosophy from 
the early days of Islam to the modern era. The objective is to gain a nuanced 
understanding of how political thought in Islam has evolved over time. This research 
utilizes a multidisciplinary approach that combines various methods to achieve this 
objective. 

A critical component of this research involves the examination of Islamic texts, 
including the Holy Quran, Hadith, and classical Islamic jurisprudential literature. 
Textual analysis is conducted to identify key political concepts, principles, and 
themes in these foundational texts. Historical phase involves a comprehensive 
examination of the historical context in which Islamic political thought emerged and 
evolved. It employs traditional historiographical methods to trace the development 
of political ideas in Islamic societies. Utilizing a combination of primary sources and 
historical analysis, this phase explores the political thought and practices during the 
time of Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. It aims to uncover the foundational 
principles of Islamic governance as established by the Prophet. This multidisciplinary 
research employs various methods, including historical analysis, textual studies, and 
sociopolitical research, to provide a comprehensive understanding of the 
development and evolution of political thought in Islam. By analyzing its historical, 
intellectual, and contextual dimensions, this study aims to contribute to a nuanced 
comprehension of the complex world of Islamic political philosophy. 
 
Historical development of Islamic political thought  

Throughout history, Islamic political thought has undergone a remarkable and 
diverse development, shaped by the intellectual, social, and political contexts in 
which it emerged. From the early Islamic period to the present day, Muslim scholars 
and thinkers have engaged in profound debates, reflecting the dynamic nature of 
Islam as a religion and its interaction with the ever-changing socio-political realities. 
This essay aims to provide an extensive analysis of the historical development of 
Islamic political thought, tracing its evolution and highlighting key thinkers, 
concepts, and historical events that have shaped this rich tradition. 

In the early period of Islam, following the death of Prophet Muhammad, the 
question of succession and the establishment of political authority emerged as crucial 
issues. The concept of the Caliphate, which denotes the leadership of the Muslim 
community, played a central role in shaping early Islamic political thought. The 
Rashidun Caliphs, particularly Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, and Ali, provided important 
precedents for governance based on the principles of consultation (shura) and 
consensus (ijma). These principles reflected the egalitarian and participatory spirit of 
early Islam, emphasizing the importance of collective decision-making. 
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During the Golden Age of Islamic civilization, under the Abbasid Caliphate, 
Islamic political thought experienced a period of tremendous growth and intellectual 
flourishing. Scholars like Al-Mawardi delved into the role of Shari'a (Islamic law) in 
governance, highlighting the importance of its implementation to maintain order and 
justice. The concept of the ruler as a guardian of the law and the need for 
accountability were central themes in their works. Meanwhile, Ibn Taymiyyah 
emphasized the idea of just rulership, challenging the authority of despotic rulers and 
advocating for their removal if they deviated from the principles of justice and the 
teachings of Islam. 

In the Mughal era, particularly during the reign of Akbar the Great, Islamic 
political thought interacted with Indic political philosophy, resulting in a synthesis of 
ideas. Akbar implemented the policy of Sulh-i kul, which promoted religious 
tolerance and sought to unify diverse religious communities under a common ethical 
framework. This period witnessed the emergence of scholars like Shah Waliullah, who 
emphasized the need for reform within Islamic societies, combining theological 
insights with socio-political concerns. 

The modern era brought new challenges and intellectual movements within 
Islamic political thought. Figures like Jamal al-Din al-Afghani sought to reconcile 
Islamic teachings with the advancements of modernity, advocating for Islamic 
modernism. They emphasized the importance of education, rationality, and the 
revival of Islamic societies. Sayyid Qutb emerged as a significant figure within the 
Islamic revivalist movement, highlighting the concept of Islamic governance and the 
establishment of an Islamic state based on Shari'a principles. Qutb's writings 
influenced subsequent generations and contributed to the rise of political Islam. 

Contemporary thinkers, such as Tariq Ramadan and Abdolkarim Soroush, 
have continued to shape Islamic political thought in the modern world. Ramadan 
advocates for an ethical and inclusive approach to political engagement, emphasizing 
the compatibility of Islamic values with democratic principles. Soroush, on the other 
hand, emphasizes the need for a contextual interpretation of religious texts, allowing 
for the evolution of Islamic political thought to address contemporary challenges. 

Throughout its history, Islamic political thought has been characterized by key 
concepts and debates. The idea of divine sovereignty and human agency has been 
central, with scholars grappling with the balance between religious authority and 
human responsibility in governance. The role of Shari'a in governance has been a 
recurring theme, with discussions focusing on its interpretation, implementation, 
and potential adaptability to changing times. Concepts of social justice and public 
welfare have also been prominent, reflecting Islam's emphasis on compassion, equity, 
and the well-being of society as a whole. 

The evolution of Islamic political thought has been shaped by historical events 
and external influences. Colonialism and encounters with Western political thought 
introduced new challenges and prompted intellectual responses. Secularism, 
nationalism, and globalization have also influenced Islamic political thought, 
generating debates on the compatibility of Islamic principles with modern political 
systems. 
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Islamic political thought has also been manifested through various movements, such 
as Islamist movements, which seek to establish Islamic governance based on religious 
principles. These movements, while diverse in their ideologies and approaches, reflect 
the ongoing engagement with political Islam and its evolving role in contemporary 
politics. 

Islamic political thought has made significant contributions to the global 
discourse on political theory. Its emphasis on justice, accountability, and the common 
good can offer alternative perspectives and enrich existing political frameworks. 
Comparative studies with Western political theory have highlighted both similarities 
and differences, inviting fruitful dialogues and cross-cultural understanding. The 
historical development of Islamic political thought reflects the intellectual and 
philosophical engagement of Muslim scholars with the challenges and complexities 
of their times. From the early Islamic period to the present day, the evolution of this 
tradition has been marked by diverse perspectives, debates, and responses to 
changing socio-political landscapes. Islamic political thought continues to be a 
vibrant and dynamic field, relevant for understanding the complexities of the Muslim 
world and contributing to broader discussions on political theory and governance. 
 
Political Thought in the Prophet Muhammad's ( peace be upon him) Era 

In the early 7th century, the Arabian Peninsula witnessed the emergence of 
Prophet Muhammad as a pivotal figure. While his primary role was that of a religious 
leader, the Prophet also played a significant political role in shaping the nascent 
Muslim community. This essay delves into the political thought during the era of the 
Prophet Muhammad, exploring the principles, examples, and historical stories that 
highlight the political landscape of the time. By examining key events and decisions, 
we can gain insight into the Prophet's political philosophy and its implications for 
governance, leadership, and the relationship between religion and state. 

During the early years of his prophethood in Mecca, the Prophet faced 
opposition from the ruling elites and had to navigate complex tribal dynamics. His 
message challenged the prevailing social and political norms, creating tension within 
the society. However, the seeds of political thought were sown even in these early 
years. 

One of the pivotal events in the political trajectory of the Prophet Muhammad 
was the migration, known as the Hijra, from Mecca to Medina in 622 CE. The 
migration was not only a religious move but also had significant political implications. 
The early years of Prophethood were marked by the establishment of a new religious 
community. The Prophet faced opposition from the ruling elites and was compelled 
to navigate complex tribal dynamics. Despite these challenges, his teachings and 
leadership resonated with a growing number of followers, leading to the formation of 
a community centered around the principles of monotheism and social justice. 

The Prophet's leadership in Medina established a new political order that 
united various tribes under the banner of Islam. This event marked a turning point in 
the Prophet's political journey, as he became the head of a diverse community with 
the responsibility of establishing a just and harmonious society and established a new 
political order, uniting various tribes under the banner of Islam. It marked the birth 
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of a cohesive community that extended beyond tribal affiliations. To ensure the 
stability and governance of the newly formed community, the Prophet Muhammad 
devised a governing framework known as the Constitution of Medina. This document 
addressed issues of governance, justice, and social cohesion, forming the foundation 
of a pluralistic society. It recognized the rights and responsibilities of different 
religious and tribal groups, establishing a sense of unity and cooperation. The 
Constitution of Medina laid the groundwork for a just and inclusive political system. 
As a political leader, the Prophet Muhammad displayed an exemplary leadership style 
that emphasized consultation and deliberation. He sought the opinions and advice of 
his companions, creating a culture of participation and shared decision-making. This 
approach was evident in various instances, including the Battle of Badr in 624 CE. The 
Prophet's decision to engage in this battle showcased his strategic acumen and ability 
to rally and inspire his followers. The victory at Badr boosted the morale of the 
Muslim community and solidified its political standing. 

The governance and administration of the Muslim community during the 
Prophet's era reflected principles of justice, accountability, and public welfare. The 
Prophet established institutions and mechanisms to address societal needs and 
ensure fair governance. He set up a system of courts that dispensed justice according 
to Islamic principles, appointing judges known for their integrity and impartiality. 
This commitment to justice and fair administration earned the trust and respect of 
the community. 

The political thought of the Prophet Muhammad extended beyond the 
boundaries of his immediate community. He engaged in diplomacy and maintained 
diplomatic relations with neighboring tribes and nations. One notable example is the 
Treaty of Hudaybiyyah in 628 CE. Despite initial setbacks, the treaty established a 
ten-year truce between the Muslims and the Quraysh of Mecca, allowing for peaceful 
coexistence and the expansion of Islam. This diplomatic achievement demonstrated 
the Prophet's diplomatic acumen and his commitment to resolving conflicts through 
peaceful means. 

The question of succession and the future leadership of the Muslim 
community also emerged during the Prophet's era, setting a precedent for political 
transitions in Islamic history. In his final sermon, known as the Farewell Sermon, the 
Prophet addressed the community and emphasized the importance of unity, justice, 
and obedience to the leadership chosen through consultation. This sermon laid the 
foundation for a smooth transition of power after his passing, ensuring the continuity 
of the political order he had established. 

The political thought during the era of the Prophet Muhammad provides 
invaluable insights into the principles and practices that shaped the governance of 
the early Muslim community. The Prophet's approach encompassed elements of 
consultation, justice, accountability, and diplomacy, establishing a model that 
influenced subsequent Islamic political thought. By examining historical events and 
the Prophet's actions, we can understand the significance of his political thought in 
shaping the trajectory of Islamic governance and leadership. The lessons derived from 
this era continue to hold relevance, inspiring contemporary discussions on the 
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relationship between religion and politics, and serving as a guiding light for the 
Muslim ummah. 
 
Political Thought in the Early Islamic Caliphate 

The early Islamic Caliphate period, which began with the rule of the four 
Rashidun caliphs following the death of the Prophet Muhammad, witnessed the 
development of a unique political thought that shaped the governance and 
administration of the expanding Muslim empire. During the early Islamic Caliphate, 
the political thought was characterized by a strong emphasis on justice, consultation, 
and the establishment of an Islamic state based on the principles of the Quran and 
the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad. The caliphs sought to maintain the unity 
and welfare of the Muslim community while expanding the territories under their 
rule. They faced various challenges, including internal dissensions and external 
conflicts, which necessitated the application of political thought in decision-making 
and governance. 
 
The Era of Abu Bakr: 

Following the demise of the Prophet Muhammad, Abu Bakr assumed the 
caliphate, and his tenure laid the groundwork for the subsequent political thought in 
the early Islamic Caliphate. During his leadership, key principles were established 
that shaped the nascent Muslim state. 

Abu Bakr faced the immediate challenge of ensuring the unity and stability of 
the Muslim community. One pivotal event during his caliphate was the Ridda Wars, 
in which several Arabian tribes renounced their allegiance to Islam. Abu Bakr took 
decisive action, leading expeditions to quell these rebellions and enforce the authority 
of the Caliphate. This demonstrated the importance of preserving the unity and 
stability of the Muslim community, as well as the duty of the Caliph to maintain the 
sovereignty and security of the state. 
 
The Era of Umar ibn al-Khattab: 

Umar ibn al-Khattab succeeded Abu Bakr and further contributed to the 
political thought of the early Islamic Caliphate. His reign witnessed notable 
administrative and legal reforms that aimed to ensure justice, welfare, and effective 
governance for the Muslim community. 

One significant example of Umar's political thought was the expansion of the 
administrative system. Recognizing the need for efficient governance, Umar 
appointed governors (Walis) in various regions of the empire. These governors were 
responsible for maintaining law and order, collecting taxes, and ensuring the welfare 
of the people. Umar's reforms centralized power while allowing local administration, 
reflecting a balance between centralized authority and regional autonomy. 

Umar also implemented a comprehensive system of taxation, known as the 
Bayt al-Mal. This institution served as the treasury of the Muslim state, collecting 
revenues from various sources and redistributing them to meet the needs of the 
community. This system emphasized the principles of justice and welfare, ensuring 
that resources were allocated equitably and utilized for the betterment of society. 
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One notable example during his era is the story of Umar ibn al-Khattab's visit 
to Jerusalem after its conquest. Instead of imposing his authority or displaying 
arrogance, Umar exemplified the principles of justice and humility. He entered the 
city as a servant, accepted the surrender of the Christian population on fair terms, 
and ensured the protection of their religious freedoms. This event not only 
demonstrated Umar's adherence to the principles of justice and compassion but also 
set a precedent for just governance and the treatment of conquered territories. 
 
The Era of Uthman ibn Affan: 

Uthman ibn Affan's caliphate was marked by internal dissent and regional 
uprisings. Nevertheless, his political thought contributed to the development of the 
early Islamic Caliphate and reflected his commitment to preserving the unity and 
integrity of the Muslim state. 

One significant example of Uthman's political thought was his role in the 
standardization of the Quran. During his caliphate, Uthman initiated the compilation 
and standardization of the Quranic text. He appointed a committee to gather and 
authenticate the various written copies of the Quran, ensuring its preservation and 
dissemination in a standardized form. This initiative promoted uniformity and unity 
among Muslims across the expanding empire, establishing the Quran as the central 
source of religious guidance and legal authority. 
 
The Era of Ali ibn Abi Talib: 

Ali ibn Abi Talib's caliphate was marked by internal divisions and political 
turmoil. However, his political thought and leadership reflected a commitment to 
justice, consultation, and the welfare of the Muslim community. 

One of the notable examples of Ali's political thought was his emphasis on 
consultation and consensus. He sought to establish a participatory system of 
governance where major decisions were made collectively. Ali was known for his 
willingness to consult with scholars, companions, and the general public before 
making important policy choices. This approach reflected the importance of 
consultation and consensus-building in matters of governance and the recognition of 
the collective wisdom of the community. 

The political thought of the early Islamic Caliphate, as exemplified by the 
Rashidun caliphs, was characterized by principles of unity, justice, welfare, and 
consultation. Abu Bakr's emphasis on maintaining unity and stability, Umar's 
administrative and legal reforms, Uthman's efforts in standardizing the Quran, and 
Ali's commitment to consultation all contributed to the development of a political 
philosophy that shaped the nascent Muslim state. These principles and examples 
continue to influence Islamic political thought and provide valuable insights into the 
relationship between religion and state, governance, and leadership. The early Islamic 
Caliphate serves as a rich source of inspiration and guidance for political thinkers and 
leaders, highlighting the enduring relevance of its political thought in contemporary 
times. 

Another significant event is the consultative process employed by the caliphs 
in decision-making. They recognized the importance of consultation (shura) and 
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sought the opinions and advice of prominent companions of the Prophet 
Muhammad. This consultative approach ensured broader participation in governance 
and fostered a sense of collective decision-making. 

Furthermore, the early Islamic Caliphate demonstrated a balance between the 
religious and political spheres. The caliphs held both religious and political authority, 
and their governance was guided by the principles of the Quran and the teachings of 
the Prophet Muhammad. They upheld the rule of law and prioritized justice, welfare, 
and the well-being of the Muslim community. 
  The early Islamic Caliphate witnessed the development of a unique political 
thought that guided the governance and administration of the expanding Muslim 
empire. The caliphs exemplified principles such as justice, consultation, and 
adherence to the teachings of Islam. Their leadership and decision-making processes 
were shaped by a deep commitment to the welfare and unity of the Muslim 
community. The examples and historical stories from this era provide invaluable 
insights into the political thought that laid the foundation for subsequent Islamic 
political theory and continue to inspire discussions on the relationship between 
religion and state, governance, and leadership in the Muslim world. 
 
Political Thought in the Medieval Period and The intellectual Legacy: 

The medieval period in Islamic history witnessed significant developments in 
political thought, governance, and administration. During this era, influential 
philosophers, theologians, and scholars grappled with questions of governance, 
justice, and the role of religion in politics. The political landscape of the time was 
shaped by a multitude of factors, including the consolidation of Islamic empires, the 
expansion of trade networks, and the interplay between various religious and 
intellectual traditions. During this period, political thought was intricately 
intertwined with religion, governance, and societal structures. Scholars and thinkers 
sought to address questions of leadership, justice, and the relationship between 
religious principles and the administration of the state. 

The medieval period in the Islamic world was marked by the establishment of 
powerful empires, including the Umayyad, Abbasid, and later the Seljuk and Ottoman 
Empires. These empires encompassed vast territories, diverse cultures, and complex 
political landscapes. The prevailing political thought of the time was influenced by 
Islamic teachings, cultural traditions, and encounters with other civilizations, such as 
Byzantine, Persian, and Indian. 

In the realm of political thought, one of the most influential figures was Al-
Farabi, an Islamic philosopher who lived during the 9th and 10th centuries. Al-Farabi 
sought to develop a comprehensive theory of governance that integrated reason, 
ethics, and the pursuit of the common good. In his work "The Virtuous City," Al-
Farabi envisioned an ideal society governed by a virtuous philosopher-king. 
According to Al-Farabi, the ruler should possess wisdom, knowledge, and moral 
integrity, ensuring just governance and social harmony. This concept of the 
philosopher-king influenced subsequent political thought, both within the Islamic 
world and beyond. 
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Another prominent thinker of the medieval period was Ibn Sina, known as 
Avicenna in the Latin West. Ibn Sina made significant contributions to various fields, 
including medicine, philosophy, and political thought. In his work "The Book of 
Healing," Ibn Sina explored the nature of government, the role of the state, and the 
qualities of an ideal ruler. He argued for the necessity of a just ruler who upholds the 
rule of law, promotes social welfare, and creates an environment conducive to 
intellectual pursuits. Ibn Sina's emphasis on reason and ethics in governance 
resonated with later political thinkers and contributed to the development of political 
thought during this era. 

Al-Ghazali, a towering figure in Islamic intellectual history, also made 
profound contributions to political thought in the medieval period. In his work "The 
Revival of the Religious Sciences," Al-Ghazali examined the ethical and spiritual 
dimensions of governance. He emphasized the importance of rulers adhering to 
moral principles, exercising justice, and seeking guidance from religious teachings. 
Al-Ghazali's writings emphasized the inseparability of religion and politics, 
highlighting the role of divine guidance in ensuring the welfare and prosperity of the 
community. His ideas shaped political thought, emphasizing the ethical 
responsibilities of rulers and the significance of justice in governance. 

Ibn Taymiyyah, a controversial theologian and jurist, offered a distinctive 
perspective on political thought during the medieval period. In his treatise "Public 
Duties in Islam," Ibn Taymiyyah argued for the application of Islamic law (Shari'a) in 
governance. He emphasized the necessity for rulers to establish justice, protect public 
welfare, and implement divine principles. Ibn Taymiyyah's political thought reflected 
a conservative approach, advocating for a strict adherence to religious principles in 
all aspects of governance. 

Another significant contributor to medieval Islamic political thought was Ibn 
Khaldun, a renowned historian and philosopher. In his seminal work "The 
Muqaddimah," Ibn Khaldun examined the rise and fall of empires, providing insights 
into the dynamics of statecraft. He highlighted the importance of a strong social 
fabric, meritocracy, and effective governance in maintaining the stability and 
longevity of a civilization. Ibn Khaldun's analysis of the interplay between political, 
economic, and social factors remains influential in the study of political thought and 
history. 

Historical stories from the medieval period further illustrate the political 
thought of the time. The Abbasid Caliphate, which ruled from the 8th to the 13th 
centuries, implemented an administrative system that promoted inclusivity and 
diversity. The caliphs appointed governors (Walis) in various regions, fostering local 
governance and ensuring the efficient administration of the empire. This 
administrative structure aimed to uphold justice and facilitate the welfare of the 
Muslim community. 

The medieval Islamic period also witnessed the practical application of 
political thought in historical events and stories. One such example is the Abbasid 
Caliphate, which ruled from the 8th to the 13th centuries. The Abbasid caliphs 
implemented an administrative system that promoted inclusivity and diversity. They 
appointed governors (Walis) in various regions, fostering local governance and 
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ensuring the efficient administration of the empire. This administrative structure 
aimed to uphold justice, facilitate the welfare of the Muslim community, and 
maintain stability in the vast Abbasid domains. 

The historical story of Harun al-Rashid, the fifth Abbasid caliph, showcases the 
implementation of political thought in governance. Harun al-Rashid was known for 
his just rule and patronage of scholars and intellectuals. He encouraged intellectual 
pursuits, supported the translation of Greek and Persian works into Arabic, and 
established the famous House of Wisdom (Bayt al-Hikmah) in Baghdad. Through his 
patronage, Harun al-Rashid contributed to the preservation and dissemination of 
knowledge, highlighting the intersection between politics, governance, and 
intellectual advancement. Scholars, philosophers, and rulers played pivotal roles in 
shaping and implementing political principles that aimed to establish just 
governance, uphold ethical standards, and promote social welfare. Figures such as Al-
Farabi, Ibn Sina, Al-Ghazali, and Ibn Taymiyyah provided profound insights into the 
nature of leadership, the role of religion in governance, and the ideal qualities of a 
ruler. The historical stories of the Abbasid Caliphate and the reign of Harun al-Rashid 
further exemplify the practical application of political thought in shaping governance 
and society. Overall, the medieval period in Islamic political thought remains a 
testament to the intellectual richness and diversity of ideas that influenced the 
political landscape of the time. 

Additionally, The Ottoman Empire, which emerged in the 14th century and 
lasted until the early 20th century, is an example of a medieval Islamic empire with a 
well-developed political system. The Ottoman rulers, known as Sultans, exercised 
authority based on Islamic principles and Ottoman legal traditions. They governed 
through a centralized bureaucracy and implemented a system of governance that 
incorporated both religious and secular elements. The Sultan, as the head of state and 
religion, held supreme political and religious authority, while administrators and 
judges assisted in the governance and dispensation of justice. 
 
Political thought in modern era  

Islamic political thought in the modern era has undergone a significant 
transformation, influenced by a multitude of factors, including colonialism, 
nationalism, globalization, and the challenges of modernity. This period has 
witnessed the emergence of diverse intellectual movements, political ideologies, and 
debates that have shaped the evolution of Islamic political philosophy. As Muslims 
grappled with the complexities of the modern world, they sought to reconcile their 
religious beliefs with the demands of governance, social justice, human rights, and 
democratic principles. 

The modern era of Islamic political thought can be traced back to the 19th 
century, when Muslim societies were confronted with the overwhelming impact of 
European colonialism. The colonization of Muslim lands and the imposition of 
foreign systems of governance prompted Muslim intellectuals and scholars to 
critically re-examine their own political heritage and seek solutions to the challenges 
they faced. 



 

 
 

Vol. 2 No. 1(2024) 
ISSN : 2985-5829 

  
 

MAQOLAT: Journal of Islamic Studies 

https://maqolat.com/ 

 

 

44 
 

Salman Faris TC 
Political Thought In Islam: An Analysis of The Development And Evolution of Islamic Political Philosophy 

One of the central concerns of modern Islamic political thought has been the 
search for a coherent framework that balances Islamic principles with the need for 
social progress, political stability, and the preservation of Muslim identity. 
Intellectual luminaries such as Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, Muhammad Abduh, and 
Sayyid Jamal ad-Din al-Afghani played influential roles in challenging traditional 
interpretations and advocating for a revival of Islamic political thought. 

These thinkers called for a return to the fundamental teachings of Islam as a 
means of countering colonial subjugation, addressing socio-economic inequalities, 
and establishing just political systems. They sought to bridge the gap between Islamic 
tradition and modernity, proposing new methodologies for interpreting religious 
texts and applying Islamic principles to contemporary political and social contexts. 

Another important aspect of modern Islamic political thought is the rise of 
Islamic reformist movements, such as the Muslim Brotherhood, founded by Hassan 
al-Banna. These movements aimed to establish Islamic states based on the principles 
of Shariah, promoting social justice, morality, and governance guided by Islamic 
ethics. Their ideology sought to redefine the role of Islam in politics and society, 
emphasizing the importance of Islamic values in governance, while adapting to 
modern political structures. 

Moreover, modern Islamic political thought has also engaged with concepts 
such as democracy, human rights, gender equality, and religious pluralism. Scholars 
like Muhammad Iqbal, Fazlur Rahman, Tariq Ramadan, and Abdolkarim Soroush 
have contributed to the development of new frameworks that reconcile Islamic 
teachings with the demands of the modern world. They have explored ways to 
reinterpret religious texts, reformulate Islamic jurisprudence, and construct inclusive 
political systems that uphold individual rights, justice, and social harmony. 

The relevance of Islamic political thought in the modern era extends beyond 
the Muslim-majority societies. It has become a subject of global discourse, given the 
increasing interconnectedness and interdependence of nations. The rise of political 
Islam, debates around multiculturalism, religious freedom, and the intersections 
between religion and politics have all drawn attention to the diverse perspectives 
within Islamic political thought and their implications for global politics. 
 
The Rise of political Islam  

The rise of political Islam in the 20th century has had a profound impact on 
the political landscape of Muslim-majority countries. This essay aims to provide a 
comprehensive analysis of the factors contributing to the rise of political Islam, its 
ideological foundations, and its implications for governance, society, and 
international relations. By examining key historical events, influential figures, and the 
socio-political context, we can gain a deeper understanding of the rise of political 
Islam and its significance in contemporary times. 

Historical Context The rise of political Islam can be understood within the 
broader context of decolonization and the subsequent search for identity and self-
determination among Muslim-majority nations. The dismantling of colonial empires 
created a power vacuum and a desire for new political systems rooted in indigenous 
values and cultural heritage. Islamic principles and values provided a potent 



 

 
 

Vol. 2 No. 1(2024) 
ISSN : 2985-5829 

  
 

MAQOLAT: Journal of Islamic Studies 

https://maqolat.com/ 

 

 

45 
 

Salman Faris TC 
Political Thought In Islam: An Analysis of The Development And Evolution of Islamic Political Philosophy 

framework for many individuals and groups seeking political change and societal 
transformation. 

Ideological Foundations Political Islam draws upon a range of ideological 
foundations that shape its worldview and approach to governance. Key elements 
include: 
1. Islam as a Comprehensive System: Political Islam views Islam not merely as a 

religious belief system but as a comprehensive way of life encompassing political, 
social, and economic dimensions. It seeks to establish an Islamic state where 
Islamic law (Shari'a) governs all aspects of society. 

2. Emphasis on Islamic Identity: Political Islam emphasizes the primacy of Islamic 
identity and seeks to restore a sense of dignity, pride, and unity among Muslims. 
It rejects Western cultural and ideological influences perceived as undermining 
Islamic values. 

3. Opposition to Western Domination: Political Islam often portrays itself as a 
response to Western imperialism and cultural hegemony. It argues for a rejection 
of Western political systems, highlighting the perceived failures and injustices of 
secular, Western-style governance. 

 
The rise of political Islam in the 20th century reflects a complex interplay of 

historical, ideological, and socio-political factors. It has transformed the political 
landscape in Muslim-majority countries and sparked debates about the role of 
religion in governance and society. Understanding the rise of political Islam requires 
an examination of its ideological foundations, influential figures, and historical events 
that have shaped its trajectory. By engaging in a nuanced analysis, we can gain insight 
into the motivations, aspirations, and challenges associated with this phenomenon, 
and foster informed discussions on its implications for the present and future. 
 
Revivalist movements and Pan-Islamism 

Revivalist movements and Pan-Islamism have emerged as significant 
phenomena in the history of Islamic political thought, shaping the trajectory of 
Muslim societies and influencing their interactions with the modern world. These 
movements, which gained prominence during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
sought to revitalize Islamic thought, assert Muslim identity, and foster unity among 
Muslims worldwide. They emerged in response to the challenges posed by 
colonialism, Western dominance, and the fragmentation of the Muslim world.  

The historical context in which these movements emerged is crucial to 
understanding their significance. The 19th century witnessed the expansion of 
European colonial powers into Muslim-majority countries, resulting in the political, 
economic, and cultural domination of Muslim societies. This period of colonialism 
created a sense of crisis and urgency among Muslims, leading to a desire for political 
and intellectual revival. Revivalist movements arose as a response to the challenges 
of colonialism, seeking to reclaim Muslim agency, preserve Islamic values, and 
address the socio-political realities of the time. 

At the core of these revivalist movements is the aspiration to return to the 
original principles of Islam, emphasizing the need for religious and social reform. 
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They sought to purify Muslim societies, which they believed had deviated from 
authentic Islamic teachings. These movements called for a revival of Islamic 
education, the study of traditional Islamic sciences, and the promotion of moral and 
religious values.  

Revivalist movements sought to revitalize Islamic thought and practice, 
emphasizing the return to the original principles of Islam. They aimed to reform and 
purify Muslim societies, which they believed had deviated from authentic Islamic 
teachings.  

Pan-Islamism Pan-Islamism emerged as a response to the challenges posed by 
Western imperialism and the fragmentation of the Muslim world. It emphasized 
Muslim unity, transcending national boundaries and advocating for collective action 
on issues affecting the global Muslim community. Key features of Pan-Islamism 
include: 
1. Unity and Solidarity: Pan-Islamism emphasized the unity and solidarity of Muslims 

worldwide. It aimed to foster a sense of collective identity and mobilize Muslims 
against colonial domination. 

2. Political Advocacy: Pan-Islamism called for political and social reform within 
Muslim societies, seeking to establish Islamic governance and uphold the 
principles of justice and social welfare. 

3. Resistance against Colonialism: Pan-Islamism provided a platform for resistance 
against European colonial powers. It sought to challenge Western domination and 
assert Muslim self-determination. 

 
Parallel to the revivalist movements, the concept of Pan-Islamism emerged, 

advocating for Muslim unity and solidarity transcending national boundaries. Pan-
Islamism emphasized the importance of collective action on issues affecting the 
global Muslim community, resisting Western domination, and establishing Islamic 
governance. It sought to unite Muslims worldwide, fostering a sense of shared 
identity and mobilizing against colonial powers. Prominent figures within the Pan-
Islamist movement called for political and social reform, envisioning a more just and 
equitable society based on Islamic principles. 

Revivalist movements and Pan-Islamism were not homogenous in their 
approaches or interpretations. They encompassed a wide range of perspectives and 
ideological diversity, resulting in internal debates and contestations within the 
movements themselves. These movements were also shaped by the broader historical 
and socio-political contexts in which they emerged, interacting with other intellectual 
currents, such as modernity, nationalism, and globalization. 

The impact of revivalist movements and Pan-Islamism on Islamic political 
thought cannot be overstated. They have influenced social norms, values, and 
governance structures in Muslim societies, shaping the understanding of the 
relationship between Islam and the state. They have sparked debates on the role of 
religion in public life, the balance between tradition and modernity, and the 
challenges posed by secular nationalism and globalization. Understanding the 
historical context, ideological foundations, and key figures of these movements is 
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essential for comprehending the complexities and significance of revivalist 
movements and Pan-Islamism in shaping Islamic political thought. 
 
CONCLUSION 

The analysis of the development and evolution of Islamic political thought 
reveals a complex and multifaceted landscape that has shaped the course of Islamic 
politics throughout history. Examining the historical trajectory of Islamic political 
philosophy provides valuable insights into the ideological movements, influential 
thinkers, and religious factors that have influenced its evolution.  

The journey of Islamic political thought began with the early Islamic period, 
where the notion of the caliphate emerged as a central political institution, combining 
both religious and political authority. Over the centuries, various ideological 
movements, such as the Sunni and Shia traditions, have shaped Islamic politics and 
influenced the understanding of governance and leadership within the Muslim world. 
Influential thinkers like Ibn Khaldun, Al-Farabi, and Ibn Rushd contributed 
significantly to the development of Islamic political philosophy, infusing it with 
philosophical and rational dimensions. Their works laid the foundation for 
intellectual discourse and provided valuable insights into the interplay between 
religion and politics. 

Religious factors have consistently played a critical role in shaping Islamic 
political thought, with scholars interpreting Islamic teachings to address 
contemporary political challenges. The concept of the "Ummah" (Muslim 
community) remains a unifying force, shaping the aspirations for political unity and 
solidarity among Muslims. 

Today, Islamic political thought finds expression in multiple discourses and 
contemporary manifestations. It encompasses a wide spectrum of ideologies and 
movements, ranging from mainstream political parties to more radical and reformist 
groups. The present-day significance of Islamic politics lies in its ability to address the 
needs and aspirations of diverse Muslim communities around the world, navigating 
the complexities of modern governance, and providing alternative visions for the 
future. 

In understanding Islamic political thought, it is crucial to recognize the 
intricate relationship between religious beliefs, cultural contexts, and socio-political 
dynamics. By analyzing the historical evolution and diverse ideologies within Islamic 
politics, we gain a deeper understanding of its complexities and the ongoing debates 
surrounding the interpretation and application of Islamic principles in governance. 
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