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Hinnells R. John’ Dictionary: A Critical View

Abstract. This article presents a critical study of the “Dictionary of Religions” edited by Hinnells R.

John. The importance of this topic lies in the impact such dictionaries have on people's understanding
of different religions, especially Islam, and the potential biases or misinformation they may contain.
The research aims to assess the objectivity of the entries related to Islam and uncover any distortions
or misconceptions. To achieve this, an analytical and critical methodology was employed, meticulously
reviewing and analyzing the entries related to Islam. This resulted in several significant findings,
including the misrepresentation of angels in Islam by associating Satan with them, the denial of
prophetic miracles as later additions, and the questioning of the reliability of the Sunnah by suggesting
that hadith criticism began late with Bukhari and Muslim. Additionally, the research revealed the
dictionary's claim of the evolution of Islamic creed over time and its propagation of Islamophobia by
negatively portraying Islamic movements. Furthermore, the meanings of zakat were distorted by
depicting it as a charitable tax, the significance of Quran memorization and its preservers was
downplayed, and the status of women in Islam was misrepresented. These findings highlight the need
for cautious engagement with such dictionaries when used as scholarly references.
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